Toft Parish Council
Robert Stone

c/o 26 Pepys Way

Clerk to the Parish Council

Girton
telephone: 0777 5155321

Cambridge 

email: clerk@toft.org.uk                                                                    
 CB3 0PA


Minutes of the 653rd meeting of Toft Parish Council on Monday 7th February 2011 at 7.00pm in The People’s Hall, Toft

Present:  Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman), Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten, Cllr Pat Gouldstone, and Cllr Elizabeth Dolman

Cllr Tumi Hawkins (South Cambridgeshire DC); and seven members of the public.

In attendance: Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO).

Items

11/19   Chairman’s Welcome, 

11/20
 Apologies

 Cllr Fiona Wheldon (Cambridgeshire CC).              

11/21
 Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

Cllr McCarten declared a personal interest in the memorial plaque (Item 11/27/5).

11/22    Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest  

Karen Lunn (Road Engineer, CCC) spoke on traffic safety issues on the main road through Toft.   Her main points were that following the budget cuts no funding was available for traffic schemes except tin accident black spots. She noted that Toft had a good accident record.     It was possible for works to be funded by third parties but she warned that these were very expensive.  Councillors felt traffic was increasing through the village.  What measures were available to slow it down, particularly on the corner by the green?  Karen replied that interactive signs were initially effective.  Speed bumps were the most effective.  These cost £1500 for a pair on either side of the road.  Two pairs would be needed and these would require improved lighting.  Prior to installation it would be necessary to carry out local consultation, and a statutory process would be required to approve installation.    

District Councillor Tumi Hawkins circulated notes about the Parish Forum meeting of 19th January, and reported that SCDC considered that the open bin at the village green was not a problem.  The Firs Farm planning application would go to the Planning Committee the following week.  

Members of the public raised concerns about blocked drains in Canners Close and High Street; the hedge beside The Glebe not being cut; No.5 light in School Lane not working; and the tree on the village green not having a guard.

Particular worries were expressed about the plans to cut the 18/18a bus service serving the village.   Residents without cars would be unable to shop in Cambourne, or Cambridge.

At the very least a minimal service should be retained.
11/23     That the minutes of the meeting of 10th & 24th January 2011 be confirmed

The minutes of 10th January were approved with one amendment.  The sentence “All being well this should be available by the end of February.“ was deleted in Item 11/10.               

The minutes of 24th January were confirmed without amendment.

 11/24    Matters arising from previous meetings     

	10/143 b ii
	South Cambs Arts Awards 2011
	Cllr Dolman said she had arranged to  meet with Richard Fletcher to capture the breadth and skills of the Social Club’s events.

	11/07/iii
	Registered Traders Scheme  
	Clerk has suggested publicity in The Calendar

	11/07/viii
	Royal British Legion 90th Birthday Celebrations
	Clerk has passed details to The Calendar.   

	11/07/ix
	Consultation by NHS Community Services Cambridgeshire
	_

	 11/08/iv
	Recreation area
	SCDC asked to approve a long term lease.

	 11/08/v
	Precept for 2011/12
	Toft’s precept figure of £15,400 notified to SCDC

	 11/08/vi 
	Bollards on the village green.
	Now re-instated by Clive Blower.

	  11/09/b
	Information on SCDC tree schemes
	Circulated to Councillors

	  11/09/c
	Support for Local Business
	Clerk report on SCDC advice at 11/27 

	  11/09/e
	Royal Wedding celebration
	Cllr Dolman reported that she had had a successful planning meeting attended by 2 members each from the Council, churches and social club.  Costs would be kept down by benefiting May Day arrangements, and the Taylor family hosting in the Manor garden. 

	  11/10
	Footpath concerns 
	Cllr McCarten said she would be meeting Peter Gaskin, CCC’s Footpath Officer on Friday to look at access to bridges and stiles in the village.


  11/25   Consideration of correspondence 
	Cambridgeshire ACRE – Membership Renewal
	For approval under Item 11/26/iii

	Kester, John, Cunningham Solicitors
	Registration of the deeds of The People’s Hall

	Speedwatch scheme to monitor traffic speed
	Training and attracting more volunteers.

	SCDC Parish Liaison Meeting of 29th March 2011
	Invitation to attend.

	Toft’s Parish Precept for 2011/12
	Letter to SCDC requesting precept of £15,400

	Toft Garage Redevelopment
	SCDC Planning restrictions

	Switchover of TV signal to digital
	Volunteers needed to help elderly.

	NHS Cambridgeshire ‘Choose Well’ campaign
	Balance of care between hospitals and home

	SCDC – business rate help for local businesses
	Forwarded to the Editor of The Calendar

	SCDC – Standards Committee Newsletter 
	Forwarded to Councillors

	Bidwells – advance notice of planning application adjacent to 46 High Street
	May result in extension of available recreation areas for village. 

	Request for sponsorship to attend World Scout Jamboree in Sweden.
	Parish Council grant making powers only apply if some or all of local residents will benefit. 

	Cambridgeshire Library Service Review
	Comberton Library at risk.


11/26    Finance

i)   To receive a report on progress against 2010/11 budget 
Councillors received the report and noted that whilst the Council was moving towards an underspend for the year in the order of £4k to £5k any surplus would be retained in the general reserve to help meet costs of services cut at District and County Council level.   
ii)    To receive an updated version of the budget for 2011/12

Tabled for information.  (Copy at Appendix A.)   The RFO advised that in accordance with the Council resolution of 10th January (Item 11/08/v)  £15,000 had now been moved from the general reserve for recreation facilities for the parish.

iii(a)  Payments approved at Council Meeting of 24 January 2011

	       Recipient
	Explanation
	Amount
	Cheque no.

	i)  Mrs Ann Michell
	Replacement for cheque 001739 that was incorrectly completed for Toft PC photocopying in The Calendar.
	£150
	001742

	ii)  Kester, Cunningham, John, Solicitors
	Authorised at TPC meeting of 24 Jan 11 (Item 11/17) – costs to regularise registration of The People’s Hall with Land Registry.
	£410
	001743


iii(b)  Payments approved by the Council on 7th February 211

	1.)  
	Clerk’s net salary
	January 2011
	£200.24
	Cheque no.         001744

	2.)
	Cambridgeshire ACRE
	Membership renewal
	£35.00
	001745

	3.)
	Cambridgeshire CC
	Annual maintenance and energy charges for street lighting
	£1138.48
	001746

	4.)
	Clive Blower
	Re-instatement of bollards in village green.
	£51.96
	001747

	5.)
	R A Stone (Clerk)
	Mobile phone -monthly Council contract & call costs
	£16.32


	001748 

                    

	6.)
	Society of Local Council Clerks
	8th edition of         “Local Council Administration”
	£56.00

 + £2 p&p
	001749


iii)    To consider first half (pages 1 to 4) of Toft PC’s Annual Risk Assessment paper.

            The first 4 pages were reviewed, and approved.  The Clerk reported that bank 

            reconciliations to ensure all receipts and payments are accounted for had yet to be 

            done on a regular basis.   He wished to establish a simple checking system that 

            verified payments.  The Chairman agreed to assist with this.

Action:   Clerk to arrange a meeting with Cllr Hercus to take this forward.  

iv)    To appoint Cambridgeshire ACRE as internal auditor for 2010/11’s accounts.

              Approved.                                                          Action:   Clerk to notify CACRE.

v)     To consider tendering exercise for grass cutting contract(s).

The Council approved the grass cutting specification, and list of potential contractors.                                                          Action:   Clerk to go out to tender.

vi)    To consider the proposed heating oil discount scheme.  

The Council resolved not to promote the scheme and to suggest to the broker that he advertised in The Calendar.                          Action:   Clerk to contact Agricole.

vii) To approve purchase of Local Council Administration, 8th edition at £56 (plus £2 p&p)                                                      

             Approved.                        Action:   Clerk                     (Clerk – ordered & received)
   11/27  Business item(s) requiring a decision or consideration by the Council

1. Action Priorities:
i.)  Safety on the Roads through the Village 
Resolved to:  

  (a)  invite Karen Lunn (CCC’s Road Engineer) to attend a gathering at the corner of High Street at 8.30am during rush hour to view speeding traffic and to discuss possible traffic measures including possible position of road pads &  lighting .   

                                                                                                                 Clerk – Action
  (b)   ask Peter Johnson if he could do another traffic survey before Easter.

                                                                                                         Clerk – Action          

ii)    Additional Trees – deferred for discussion at a later meeting.

iii)    Support for Local Business – The Clerk reported that he had been in touch with SCDC to explore what may be done to offset the additional costs falling to a local post office business in maintaining post office services for local residents whilst the post mistress/master is away on holiday.   

iv)    Support for the People's Hall – Cllr Betson said that the Management Committee was considering internal and external works and may approach the Parish Council for further financial support.

v)     Support for the Youth and Elderly in the Village  – deferred for discussion at a later meeting.

2.  To note the Local Government cuts, including Toft’s18/18a bus service; and to consider setting up a working group to investigate how these will affect Toft and recommend action(s) to alleviate local distress. 

             The Council recognised local concern, and resolved to write to Cambridgeshire 

             County Council to make representations about the proposed cuts.

Clerk – Action     
3. To consider and finalise the draft Complaints policy.
Resolved to approve with no amendments.            Clerk – to publicise in Toft
4. Planning - applications/amendments

· S/1601/10  Steel container for scout hut at Comberton Village College

                               Following discussion the Council resolved to recommend approval to 

                               SCDC with no comments.                                 Clerk – Action     
· S/2105/07/F  Amendment to plans for extension at 44 School Lane (for information only)  

                               Noted.     

5. Bench – proposed memorial plaque

The Council resolved to approve a memorial plaque for Edith Grady on the bench at the top of Mill Lane Drift, Toft                                                                  Clerk – Action          

6. Bookings for Training Courses in March 2011

Deferred.   Clerk – to circulate details of the CPALC courses in March.

11/28       Matters raised by Members including items for the next Agenda of 

                 7th March 2011.  

Cllr McCarten reported that she would be attending the Neighbourhood Panel meeting 

(a liaison meeting between the police and parishes)on 23rd February 2011.  The following meeting was on 18th May 2011.  Residents should contact her, or any member of the Parish Council if they wished any specific problem area to be raised.
The meeting ended at 9.55pm.

-----------------------------------

Appendix A

	Heading
	Budget 2010/11
	Draft Budget 2011-12
	Notes

	Clerks Salary*
	£2,700.00
	£2,481.44
	Net salary 5hr/week

	Clerk's PAYE
	£0.00
	£620.36
	

	Insurance
	£900.00
	£1,000
	

	External Audit Fee
	£290.00
	£300
	

	Internal Audit Fee
	
	£150
	

	Post/tel./station.
	£200.00
	£450.00
	

	CALC/ACRE/CPRE/DIS
	£410.00
	£420
	

	Ramblers 
	£0.00
	£0.00
	

	SLCC
	£0.00
	£103
	

	Training
	£300.00
	£500
	Councillors/Clerk

	Rent
	£120.00
	£140
	

	Bank Charges
	£0.00
	£0.00
	

	01 TOTAL
	£4,920.00
	£6,164.80
	

	Bus Shelter Clng
	£255.00
	£250
	

	Village Maintenance
	£3,000.00
	£2,500
	(incl. Village Green)

	Grass Cutting
	£1,200.00
	£1,300.00
	Rec & Drives

	Parish Paths Maint
	£100.00
	£100.00
	

	Paths Leaflet
	£0.00
	£0.00
	 

	Play area maintenance
	£500.00
	£1,000
	H&S -Grass surface

	02 TOTAL
	£5,055.00
	£5,150.00
	

	Streetlighting
	£1,500.00
	£1,550.00
	

	Street lamp replacements
	£0.00
	£500.00
	New contingency

	Village Hall (Works)
	£2,500.00
	£750
	Contingency

	VH Interest Repay
	£0.00
	£329.00
	

	VH Loan
	£2,325.00
	£2,325.00
	

	Calendar
	£200.00
	£200.00
	

	Web site & domain name
	£0.00
	£90.00
	

	Donations - tree scheme
	£300.00
	£150.00
	S.137 Grant

	Election
	£500.00
	£0.00
	

	Parish Plan
	£500.00
	£250.00
	Professional fees

	Legal fees - Village Hall
	£0.00
	£300.00
	Land Registry

	03 TOTAL
	£7,825.00
	£6,444.00
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	£17,800.00
	£17,758.80
	

	
	

	 Allocated reserve for Recreation 
	£15,000
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